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of the general practitioner, and requires an interpreter of
them on the Council.
While such ignorance is to be deplored, still I think I may

ask them, as men of intelligence, to give some concrete
examples of those questions they refer to, which might
legitimately be considered by the Council, but which at
present are not so considered, because of the absence of
" direct representatives " of the Members. For my own part I
admit no such ignorance. While believing that the interests
of Members and Fellows are identical, I may also say (though
it has nothing in the world to do with my duty as a member
of Council) that I know what general practice is, what 158.
midwifery is, what it is to be dependent on the " collector"
to keep the pot boiling, and that I am deeply interested in
"the struggles and difficulties of surgical practice." I trust
the members of the Association will not very lightly regard
me because of making such an admission. I trust also that I
may be excused for saying that I regard "the reply" as a
loose and inconsequential document, putting words into my
mouth I never uttered, drawing inferences from insufficient
premisses, and devolving on the Council duties and
responsibilities which no charter ever contemplated. It
is a phantasm of a disordered brain, and the Committee are
the ministers of a rapidly-decaying faith.-I am, etc.,
Manchester, Oct. Ioth. - JAS. HARDIE.

SIR,-Every Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England who interests himself as he ought to do in that noble
institution, will thank Mr. Timothy Holmes and Mr.
Jonathan Hutchinson for their letters on the recent Circular
of the Council to the Fellows. Both gentlemen support the
proposed representation of Members on the true ground,
namely, that it will be for the good of the College. An
appeal to the class prejudices and the lowest motives of the
Fellows has been made from another quarter, which it is to
be hoped these will treat with the neglect which it deserves.
-I am, etc.,
October zgth. M.R.C.S.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL AND THE
TEACHING OF BACTERIOLOGY.

SIR,-Dr. Starling is anxious to know the views of my fel-
low candidates and myself on certain questions in medical
education, particularly the propriety or otherwise of enforc-
ing teaching in biology and bacteriology. It is refreshing, in
the somewhat monotonous discussion occasioned by the im-
pending election of direct representatives to be reminded
that the General Medical Council has educational duties. I
am not competent to speak on the extent to which teaching
in biology should be required, but it would seem to me a
pity to exclude it altogether from the medical curriculum.
Naturally my interest as a general practitioner has been in
trying to promote improvement in the practical and clinical
parts of teaching; but lhe must be a very blind practitioner
who does not see the immense practical importance to
students of some sound knowledge of bacteriology; and I am
glad to be able to tell Dr. Starlitig that when Dr. Philipson
in i894, seconded by Dr. McVail, proposed "that in every
course of professional study and examinations bacteriology
be contained," I spoke and voted in favour of the motion.
II am sorry to say that the Council made short work of the
proposal by quickly accepting a motion to pass to the next
order of the day,1 apparently thinking that whatever is ne-
cessary will be required by the examining boards, without a
special recommendation from the General Medical Council.

I trust I have said enough to show Dr. Starling that I duly
appreciate the subject of bacteriology as a part of medical
education.-I am, etc.,
'Highbury Place, N., Oct. xgth. JAMES GREY GLOVER.

THE ELECTION OF DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES.
SI R,-Regarding the urgent necessity of "reform" in our

profession-and more particularly of its governing body, the
Ge aeral Medical Council-there is so remarkable a consensus
of opinion amongst the various candidates that many

1 Minutes, vol. xxxi, p. I34.

electors will find difficulty in deciding for whom to cast their
votes.
On the midwives question alone, perhaps, divergent

opinions exist; and it would be well, if this divergence were
clearly and distinctly placed before the electorate. On this
question Mr. Rivington, Drs. Rentoul and Dolan, Mr. Brown,
and other candidates have expressed themselves with a
lacidity which leaves nothing to be desired. They will have
no truckling to the party which aims at the destruction of
the unity of medicine-established by the Act of i886-and
promise to firmly resist all attempts to hand over the lives
of even the poorest parturient woman and her offspring to
the legalised (!) control of the so-called " educated midwife."
On the other hand, I think I am correct in stating that

the views of Drs. GloverWXoodcock, and Drage diverge from
this position inasmuch as they would be willing to legalise
the attendance by the midwife class on " natural labours."

If this be so, 1 submit that the issue should be definitely
placed before the profession; and it would, perhaps, be well
at the same time to give information as to the certain method
of prognosing "natural labour necessarily involved. (In
this connection Mr. Rivington says: " No confinement can
be described as natural until it is normally concluded.")

" Supervision" has been mentioned. It would be interest-
ing to learn how a person legally qualified to do a certain
work is to have "supervision " thrust upon them; and who,
is it proposed, should act the part of Paul Pry ?-I am, etc.,
Saddleworth, Oct. is8th. COLIN CAMPBELL.

TYPHOID FEVER IN MADEIRA.
SIR,-Now that many people are preparing to leave

Enigland for the winter, I think it is well they should be in-
formed of the serious risk attending a visit to Madeira. Any-
one who contemplates a sojourn in that lovely and fascinating
island should make himself thoroughly acquainted with the
condition of the water. Last season it was extremely bad,
and I believe that nothing has been done to improve it
since, though various schemes have been suggested. Typhoid
fever was very prevalent in the island during winter and
spring, and one of the English resident doctors is only now
recovering from an attack, which shows there is still danger.
At the end of March and in the beginning of April there

were four deaths from typhoid in less than four weeks among
English visitors-a like mortality in the parish of Putney,
for instance, would involve 177 deaths. It must be remem-
bered that in Madeira the visitors are few in number com-
pared with those at such places as Cannes and Mentone.
Most of the cases were of persons in excellent health, and

they were probably unaware of the awful risk they ran.
One fatal case was certainly traceable to drinking a glass of
water. I feel it right to call attention to this state of affairs.
Naturally no information can be obtained from the inhabit-
ants, who are only too ready to hush up any facts which
would depreciate their island in the eyes of the English.-I
am, etc.,
Gestlingthorpc, Oct. i6th. C. A. OATES.
*** The foregoing letter has appeared in almost every

London paper, and is submitted for publication, not-
withstanding that there appears a laudable desire locally not
to minimise sanitary defects, and the principal hotel keeper
has made positive statements in the daily papers as to
definite municipal reforms which are in progress and con-
templation. The hotels at all events appear to be now well
guarded as to matters of water and sanitation. In a locality
supplied with surface water from many sources, it seems
difficult to specify the origin of a case of typhoid from a
single glass of water. Everyone wishes to see a complete re-
form of so favourite a winter station as Madeira, but the
authorities need encouragement and their efforts should be
acknowledged.

THE INTRODUCTION OF AN1ESTHETICS INTO SUR-
GICAL PRACTICE IN DUBLIN.

STR, My friend Sir Charles Cameron, in his History of the
Boyal College of Surgeons, Ireland, claims credit for John
MacDonnell, Surgeon to the Richmond Hospital, and subse-
quently Medical Poor-law Commissioner for ireland, of being


